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Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to take this time to acknowledge one of my
constituents, Kate Simmons Hickey, for her
exemplary leadership and steadfast commit-
ment in her efforts to raise awareness for Leu-
kemia and Lymphoma. She got involved with
the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society in 2015
when she learned bout the Man and Woman
of the Year campaign. That year she was
named the LLS Woman of the Year for the
National Capital Area and the First National
Runner Up.

Ms. Hickey, a lifelong resident of Great Falls
and Langley High School graduate, was in-
spired to work with the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society after her father-in-law,
Marty, passed away and her best friend went
into remission from Lymphoma. She became
involved in the Man and Woman of the Year
campaign, which is a national 10-week fund-
raising competition, and two years ago, Ms.
Hickey raised $280,000 within that time frame,
making her the second highest fundraiser in
the nation and the strongest fundraiser in our
region. Today, she has assumed a leadership
role at the LLS and is responsible for picking
Woman and Man of the Year candidates.
Each year she aims to raise $2.5 million in the
10-week period, and | commend her for her
leadership and dedication to the LLS.

Along with her efforts with the LLS, Ms.
Hickey is also heavily involved in her local
community. She currently serves on the Cele-
brate Great Falls Board of Directors, an orga-
nization which for nearly 20 years has been
responsible for planning community events
and preserving many long time traditions in
Great Falls.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in extending our sincerest congratulations
to Ms. Hickey for all the work she has done
for LLS and the Great Falls community. | wish
her all the best in her future endeavors.

——————
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AFL-CI0O ON THE OCCASION OF
HER RETIREMENT
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Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today on
behalf of myself, and my colleagues PETER A.
DEFAzIO, DEBBIE DINGELL, MARCY KAPTUR,
BARBARA LEE, SANDER M. LEVIN, JAMES P.
MCGOVERN, BILL PASCRELL JR., MARK POCAN,
and ROBERT C. “BOBBY” SCOTT. It is our honor
to rise today to join the many family, friends,
and colleagues in extending our deepest
thanks and appreciation to Thea Mei Lee, as
she marks her retirement as Deputy Chief of
Staff at the AFL-CIO.

Over the past twenty years, Thea has made
an indelible impact on the AFL-CIO, fighting
for trade and economic policies for working
families that would promote shared prosperity
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and sustainable growth. Thea began working
for the AFL-CIO in March 1997 as the Assist-
ant Director for the Trade Task Force, and
was subsequently promoted to the positions of
Director of Public Policy, Chief International
Economist and Deputy Chief of Staff.

Thea led the fight against harmful trade
agreements and policies negotiated in a man-
ner damaging to working people’s interests, in-
cluding the North American Free Trade agree-
ment, the Central American Free Trade Agree-
ment, Permanent Normal Trade Relations with
China, the World Trade Organization; the
U.S.-Colombia Free Trade Agreement, the
U.S.-Korea Free Trade Agreement, the U.S.-
China BIT, and many others.

Her work was instrumental to the defeat of
the Trans-Pacific Partnership, the Free Trade
Agreement of the Americas, and the Multilat-
eral Investment Agreement—harmful trade
agreements that would have advanced profits
over people and the planet.

She has testified on behalf of America’s
working people before both the U.S. House of
Representatives and the U.S. Senate. And,
she has contributed valued work to the con-
versation around fair trade, including co-au-
thoring A Field Guide the Global Economy.

She has often made the case for a fair and
inclusive economy—eloquently and passion-
ately on the PBS News Hour, CNN, Good
Morning America, and NPR’s All Things Con-
sidered among others. In 2013, she was
named a “Top Lobbyist” by The Hill.

Thea has fought to ensure that all workers
around the globe are treated with dignity and
afforded fundamental labor rights as recog-
nized by the International Labor Organization.
And, she has mobilized workers, helping turn
out thousands of working people to protest un-
just WTO polices at “The Battle in Seattle.”

The AFL-CIO sets a national standard in
the fight for working Americans, in large part
because of Thea’s work. She has left her
mark on this outstanding organization and a
legacy that will continue to inspire others to
ensure that fair trade benefits working Ameri-
cans. Her career should encourage all elected
officials to continue to focus on building a bet-
ter, stronger, more inclusive economy for all
the people of the United States.

We are honored to stand today to extend
our heartfelt thanks and congratulations to
Thea Lee for her outstanding leadership and
good work as well as our very best wishes for
many more years of health and happiness as
she enjoys her retirement.
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WILLIAMSON
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Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Kollin Lars
Williamson. Kollin is a very special young man
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop
1333, and earning the most prestigious award
of Eagle Scout.

Kollin has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Kollin has been involved with
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scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Kollin
has served his troop as the Patrol Leader, be-
come a Brotherhood member of the Order of
the Arrow, and earned the rank of Warrior in
the Tribe of Mic-O-Say. Kollin has also con-
tributed to his community through his Eagle
Scout project. Kollin led a team in restoring a
section of trail in the Green Hills of Platte
Wildlife Preserve in Parkville, Missouri, laying
down mulch for a two hundred foot portion of
the trail.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Kollin Lars Williamson for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

HONORING MAUDY SIMPSON-
WRIGHT
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Friday, June 2, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable hero,
Maudy Simpson-Wright.

Maudy Simpson-Wright as born September
22, 1954 to the late Leroy and Annie Bell
Simpson in Sumner, MS. She was the first
born of twelve children. She faced many chal-
lenges in her up-rearing, but thanks to God
she had a praying mother and grandparents
(Clarence & Maudy Roby) of Minter City, MS.
In 1960, she moved to Falcon, MS and lived
with her uncle. Later that year, Maudy’s moth-
er met an married Lonzo Smith and moved
into a new home. Maudy graduated in 1968
from Falcon Elementary School and graduated
in 1972 from Quitman County High School.
She attended Miller-Hawkins-Business Col-
lege, Memphis, TN from August 1972-July
1973.

Her mother became sick and she came
back home to take care of her. Sadly she
passed away in December of 1983; this was
heart-breaking for all twelve children left with-
out a mother, but Maudy’s grandmother
stepped up to the plate.

In August 1973, she was blessed with a job
as a secretary at Falcon Elementary School
where she remained for 22 years until the
school closed. The school then moved to
Southside Elementary where she worked five
more years and retired. Maud would later hold
positions at the Grand Casino, Coahoma
Community College, QCDO Daycare, and the
Quitman County Sheriff Department. Currently,
she is a Parent Coordinator at Quitman Coun-
ty Middle School.

She is a graduate of Coahoma Community
College and Mississippi Valley State Univer-
sity. She has also completed coursework at
Tougaloo College.

She met and married Mr. Booker Wright, Jr.
in 2004. She has one son, Daryel Levon
Toles, and one granddaughter, Desiree Or-
ange, whom she loves very much. Together,
they have many grandchildren, nieces, neph-
ews, cousins and other parent’s children. She
is a member of New St. John MB Church,
Darling, MS under the leadership of Pastor
Jimmy Jones.

Maudy loves Psalms 23, because of what it
states: “The Lord is my Shepherd and | shall
not want.”
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